
The toughest environmental problems are the ones that 
can’t be seen. 

One of the worst is the “submerged” problem of      
abandoned fishing nets.

These nets, the world over, drift for months or years,  
ensnaring and killing whales and turtles, birds and      
marine mammals.

According to a joint report of the FAO and the          
United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), this                  
phenomenon is getting worse because of increased    
fishing and the introduction of new materials for fishing 
nets that do not naturally degrade.

The report estimates that nets amount to one tenth 
(640,000 tons) of the waste in the oceans.

Working with its main yarn supplier, Milliken is making 
all standard mats from 100% ECONYL® regenerated 
Solution Dyed Nylon. 

Used nylon materials such as fishing nets are processed 
back to the core caprolactam which is then extruded to 
form “new” nylon 6 yarns that go to make mat fabric.
This reduces quantities of materials sent to landfill or 
discarded in the oceans.

Milliken has exclusivity for these yarns in the laundry 
market.



Anti-Plastic Straw Campaign

When footage of a turtle with a plastic straw lodged 
its nostril went viral in 2015, people around the world 
were happy to start ditching plastic straws. 

Worldwide, more bans are taking off. Starbucks 
has pledged to ban plastic straws by 2020, while            
McDonald’s is to replace them with paper straws in all 
its UK branches.

While the anti-straw movement should be lauded 
for its role in raising public awareness about plastic 
pollution in our oceans, a growing concern is that the 
movement might encourage complacency.

Estimates from five years of beach cleaning on US coastlines suggest that there are up to 8.3 billion straws 
on global coastlines, and though this seems a lot it only equates to about 0.03 per cent of all plastic in the 
ocean. 

This begs the question – where is all the rest of the plastic coming from?

One of the greatest threats to marine wildlife and sources of marine plastic, according to Australian          
scientists, is fishing gear. this includes nets, fishing lines and buoys.

According to a more recent survey, at least 46 per cent of the rubbish found in the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch, a major ocean plastic accumulation zone situated between California and Hawaii, comes from        
discarded fishing nets.


